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BURGESS AND COMMISSIONERS OF MIDDLETOWN 
MUNICIPAL C E N T E R  Pho~:(301)-371-6171 

31 West  Main Sueet  Fax:(301)-371-6474 
MiddMIown, MD 21769 E-mail: 

February 12, 2008 

Kimberly D. Bose, Secretary 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission ' 
888 First Street, NE, Room IA ' 
Washington, DC 20426 "~ .~.,--.." =: ~ , . .  :-" .. 

.-O r-r; r~; - - -  RE: DOCI~TNO.  PF07-12-000 ~," " : '~ "-:  
,-~ :..= L"IC3 fr l  

Dear Secretary Bose: :::  

The Burgess and Commbsioners of Middletown am opposed to the Oominion Gas 
proposal to build a gas comlxession station on Marker Road in Middletown, Maryland. 

We acknowledge this site is outside the town limits of Middletown however being the 
local elected body of Middletown we consider ommelves stewards of the Middletown Valley. 
The Middletown Valley is steeped in history, rich agriculture resources and magnificent vistas. 
Many programs at the federal, state and local levels have been established to preserve these 
Middletown Valley attributes including: 

• Rural Legacy -The proposed site b in the middle of the Mid Maryland Rural Legacy 
Program. 'This program provides the focus and funding necessary to protect large, 
contiguous tracts of land end other strategic areas from sprawl development and to 
enhance natural resounve, ngrlcultuml, forestry and environmental protection through 
cooperative efforts among state and local governments and land trusts." 
httD://w~'.dnr.state.md.~an~/rurallegacy/i~,x.a~ 

• Maryland E[btorieai Trust/Heart of rite Civil War Heritage Area - The propmed 
site is In the middle of the Heart of the Civil War Heritage Area and Middletown is 
a Targeted Investment Zone. "Pron~te ~ p  of Civil War heritage sites and 
resources by helping preservation organizations to become more effective; fostering 
stronger apprecimion for sacred historic places, pristine landscapes, crisp town edges, and 
one-of-a-kind historic, recreational, and cultural resources in the heritage area; helping 
the region and its communities plan for the future of its historic resources, including 
managing development pressures on historic sites and their surrounding landscapes; and 
connecting those seeking conservation of sites, such as battlefields, with relevant 
organizations and programs." httv://www.marvlandhistoricaltrust.net/ha-civil.html 



Jnofflclal FERC-Generated PDF of 20080222-0022 Received by FERC OSEC 02/19/2008 in Docket#: PF07-12-000 

Kimberly D. Bose, Secretary 
February 12, 2008 
Page Two 

M a r y l a n d  Environmenta l  T r m t / M l d  Mary land  Land  Trus t  Associat ion - The  
proposed  site is near several parceb in thb program. "The Maryland Environmental 
Trust (MET) is a statewlde land trust governed by a citizen Board of Trustees. It  was 
created by the General Assembly In 1967. Our goal is the preservation of open land, 
such as farmland, forest land, and significant natural resources." 
htto : / lwww.dnr.state.md.uslmetllndex.aso 

• Maryland Agriculture Land Preservation Foundation - The proposed site is near 
several parceb in the program. "The Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation 
Foundation (MALPF) celebrated its thirtieth ann ivcn~  in 2007. Maryland's program is 
one of the nation's leaders in fnnnland preservation and a ccntral clement of Maryland's 
Smart Growth Initiative. Combining the Foundation's program with county programs 
and other State programs, Maryland has preserved more farmland for future production 
than any other state in the Union." httD:/lwww.malDf.Jnfolindex.html 

• South Mountain Battlefield State Park - V iewshed  would  include the proposed site.. 
htto://www.dnr.state.md.us/oubliclands/wcstcm/southmountain.html 

• National Scenic Byways Program - All American Road - Historic National Road - 
Maryland - Vlewshed would include the proposed site. 
h~tp://~v.byways.org/exvlore./bvwavs/2273/ 

• Maryland Historic State Scenic Byway - Viewshed would include the proposed site. 
"Our mission is to ¢nlmncc thc quality of life and pddc in local communities as well as 
the visitor appeal by identifying and promoting as well as encouraging the responsible 
management and preservation of the state's most sc, cnic, cultural and historic roads and 
surrounding resources Maryland has designated 19 byways that encompass 2,487 miles 
of beautiful roads, which offer a taste of Marylancl's scenic beauty, history and culture." 
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To ignore these programs and the millions of dollars invested by state and local 
governments and permit Dominion Gas to construct this industrial site in the midst of state parks, 
preserved agricultural lands and in a location that will mar multiple viewsheds of the valley is 
not in the best interest of the residents of Middletown, Frederick County, and the state of 
Maryland. 

Another concern of the Burgess & Commissioners is possible contamination of 
groundwater. The entire Middletown Valley depends upon groundwater for its drinking supply. 
Contamination of the ground water would be devastatin$ to our community. 

The Burgess and Commi~ioners would encourage Dominion Gas to consider alternative 
sites that ave zoned industrial and are not located in such a focused preservation area. 

Sincerely, 
Barg¢~ u d  Commissioners 
Middletowa; ~ d  

Jol~n p. Miller 
B u ~ s s  

__--", / 

' i~K. S..~i 

Commissioner 
Rtv•L. I)i¢~aick 
Commissioner 

/ 7  • ~ • 

Jennifer J. Fal¢inelli 
Commissioner 

Craig F. Ko~.ndale 
Commissioner 

/L Jr" 
Bill A. Willi~s 
Commi~ion~r 


